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Agenda

TUESDAY, 8""OF MAY

14,00-15,00 Arrival of participants - Registration
15,00 Welcome remarks

0 Alessandro Minuto-Rizzo, President, NATO Defense College Foundation, Rome
0 Thierry Tardy, Director, Research Division, NATO Defense College, Rome

0 Giuseppe Mistretta, Director, Africa, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation of the Italian Republic
Opening remarfks

Hafida Benchehida, Senator, Foreign Affairs Committee, People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria



15,30-17,00

As in other regions, several initiatives have sprung up in Africa in order to fight against a variable mix of political instability, illegal
trafficking fuelling organised criminal groups and facilitating more or less structured terrorist gromps. African capabilities
unfortunately are still insufficient and external powers have often very narrowly focused objectives often insufficiently harmonised by
international organisations.

Chair: Alain Juillet, President of the Club des Directeurs de Sécurité des Entreprises and of the
Académie de I'Intelligence Economique, Paris

o Simon K. Nyambura, Ph.D., Director, IGAD Center of Excellence for Preventing and
Countering Violence Extremism, Djibouti

0 Johan Kruger, Head of Transnational Organized Crime, Illicit Trafficking and Terrorism,
Eastern Africa United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Nairobi

0 Jihane Ben Yahia, Coordinator, Regional organised crime observatory — North Africa,
Enhancing Africa's Response to Transnational Organised Crime (ENACT), Tunis

General discussion

17,00 — 17,30
Coffee break

17,30-19,00

The watershed for African wars and crisis management has been the end of the Cold War and of the intervention of superpowers in
international conflicts. The following decade witnessed a host of local conflicts led mainly by African entities, starting from the
Somalia conflict in 2006. The number of peacekeepers in the continent has increased substantially, with a renewed foreign presence
and international involyement (i.e. UN, EU, NATO). A natural evolution would be the progressive transition from foreign
intervention to a more effective African Union direction in managing crises, a transition to be supported by the international

community.

Chair: Youssef Amrani, Senior Officer, The Royal Cabinet, Rabat

0 Youssef Cherif, Deputy Director, Columbia Global Centers, Columbia University, Tunis
0 Thierry Tardy, Director, Research Division, NATO Defense College, Rome
a0 Liess Boukra, Managing Director, Institut National d’Etudes de Stratégie Globale, Algiers

General Discussion



WEDNESDAY, 9""OF MAY

10,00-11,30

Africa has undoubtedly benefited from a strong economic growth supported mainly by commodities and a parallel series of positive
developments concerning peace restoration and the relative strengthening of democracy. These positive evolutions can nevertheless still
be jeopardised by negative internal (i.e.corruption, weak rule of laws) and regional factors (cross border criminal operations and
armed conflicts, terrorist networks). Despite its evident limitations the international community can still improve its actions and
programmes, but one should also explore the opportunities offered by the co-operation between private and public sector to increase
positive synergies.

Chair: Mahmoud Gebril, Former Prime Minister of the State of Libya

0 Mehari TaddeleMaru, Lead Member, African Union High Advisory Group, Addis Ababa

0 Kidane Kiros Bitsue, Director, Institute for Peace and Security Studies, Addis Ababa

0 Neuma Grobbelaar, Research Director, South African Institute of International Affairs,

Johannesburg
0 Michel Soula, Head, Operations Section, Operations Division, NATO HQ), Brussels

General discussion

11,30-11,45

Mamadou Diallo Bathia, Minister of Defense of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania

11,45-12,00

Alpha Condé, President of Guinea and Former Chairperson of the African Union
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countries of strategic relevance i.e. the Gulf region. Frequent Public Diplomacy activities to discuss policies and
open issues. He held the position of Deputy Secretary General of the Atlantic Alliance, between 2001 and 2007.
His mandate was mostly carried out in the strategic-political-industrial area, in relations with sensitive countries
such as those in the Gulf and the Southern Mediterranean. He is the author of the books: “The road to Kabul”
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(Rubbettino, 2013); “NATO and the Middle East: The Making of a Partnership” (New Academia Publishing,
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Alain Juillet
President of the Club des Directenrs de Sécurité des Entreprises and of the Académie de I'IntelligenceE conomique, Paris

Alain Juillet started his career serving as a Colonel of the French airborne troops in the Service Action of the
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CONCEPT

Africa is often misunderstood by external perceptions scarcely connected with the reality of an emerging
continent. The message of the actual chairman of the African Union talks about other priorities instead: youth
unemployment and empowerment; civic engagement and political participation; engaging the corporate sector in
on job training and philanthropy; harnessing the demographic dividend; migrants and voluntary repatriation;
gender empowerment; regional integration; the negative connection between corruption, socio-economic
progress and security.
In other words security is in the picture, but not as a stand-alone precondition vis-a-vis other fundamentals, but
concretely as ancillary and tailored facilitator for parallel positive processes. If one looks at a conflict map of the
continent between 201 and 2017 and takes into account the most lethal conflicts (1.000+ casualties), only two
countries are affected (Tunisia and RDC). At 100 casualties the whole North Africa is involved (except
Morocco) and a quadrangle comprised between Nigeria, Somalia, Mozambique and RDC/Republic of Congo.
Moreover most of these conflicts are rather localised in specific regions. The rest are less visible criminal
networks and banditry hotspots that contribute much more than terrorism in hampering the development of the
continent.
In this picture dominated by non-traditional conflicts, major potential military capability providers are (in order)
Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Angola, Ethiopia, South Africa and Nigeria, but top five troop contributors to African
peace support operations are Ethiopia, Burundi, Uganda, Rwanda and Kenya. This indicates at continental level
a mismatch in interests and contributions because a common vision of Africa security is still fledgeling in the
African Union on the backdrop of three capitals that are still considered possible Africa-wide leaders, i.e. Cairo,
Abuja and Pretoria.
Adding to this already complex backdrop the interventions of external countries and/or international
organisations it appears clearly that a shared redefinition of peace support operations in conceptually needed to
maximise the impact on conflict containment and resolution.
The conference structured into three panels:

1. The first is dedicated to non-conventional threats and how regional and international initiatives should overcome

their shortcomings;
2. The second tries to focus on the path towards an African-led crisis management with the hope that the AU
acquires more authority and competences in managing crises;
3. The third panel tries to tackle the subject of the twin political challenge of achieving functional governments and

effective regional co-operations.

The conference is aimed at offering added-value input in order to analyse the context of crucial new security
developments in Africa that are directly relevant for the continental and international security.



The NATO Foundation

The NATO Defense College Foundation was established in 2011. It grew out from a common intuition of the
President Alessandro Minuto-Rizzo and the NATO Defense College top decision makers who understood the
value of a non-profit NGO that could work beyond usual and institutional outreach, training, communication
and scientific research activities.

While the tradition of stability and well-being is embodied by the principles of the Washington charter, the triple
upheavals of the fall of the Soviet Union, the global economic crisis and the Arab Revolutions required a more
focussed, agile and innovative approach. Subsequent events like the crises in Libya, Syria and Iraq or the illegal
annexation of Ukraine, together with an outstanding track record in research, professional education and the set-
up of high level international seminars and conferences, have consistently proven the initial approach.

The issues portfolio of the Foundation includes: Africa, Balkans, Caucasus,Central Asia, Central and Eastern
Europe, China, MENA, Russia, Defence Industry and Emerging Challenges (organised crime and trafficking,

terrorism, maritime and cybersecurity).

The NATO Foundation considers relevant issues, focussing on the sense of events, the main vectors of future
developments and the crucial policy shaping decisions. In a word: Charting ahead.

Contacts:

web: www.natofoundation.org

email: info@natofoundation.otrg
twitter: @NATOFoundation
Sacebook: NATO College Foundation

#Africainaction
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Partners

NATO Defense College

This conference is supported by PMI IMPACT, a global grant initiative by PNMI to support projects against illegal trade and
related crimes.

The NATO Defence College co-operated generously in support of the event.

We are happy of the media partnership of Al Arabiya English.
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